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Background 
HELCOM PRESSURE 3-2015 discussed on the need to review and possibly revise HELCOM Recommendation 
31E/1 ‘Implementing HELCOM’s objective for hazardous substances’. Finland was invited to present 
suggestions to the list of priority substances and substances of concern in Attachment 2 of the 
Recommendation. 
 
 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note the position of Finland regarding the revision of the  discuss a timeframe 
for reviewing the lists of priority hazardous substances and substances of possible concern in HELCOM 
Recommendation 31E/1.  
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PRESSURE 4-2016, 6-3 
 

Reviewing the lists of Priority Hazardous Substances and substances of 
possible concern in HELCOM Recommendation 31E/1 
 
HELCOM PRESSURE 3-2015 discussed on the need to review and possibly revise the HELCOM 
Recommendation 31E/1 ‘Implementing HELCOM’s objective for hazardous substances’. This document has 
been prepared as a response to the invitation of PRESSURE 3-2015 meeting to Finland to present suggestions 
to the list of priority substances and substances of concern in Attachment 2 of Rec 31E/1. 

 
We note that there are several relevant processes ongoing in the EU and HELCOM concerning or including 
hazardous substances. River Basin Management Plans (RBMP) for years 2016-21 including Programmes of 
Measures (PoMs) under Water Framework Directive (WFD; 2000/60/EC) and Programme of Measures 2016-
2021 for the development and implementation of the marine strategy (MSFD; 2008/56/EC) have been 
approved or to be finalized soon. The EU member states are also currently collecting information on 
hazardous substances in order to prepare by December 2018 preliminary Programmes of Measures for new 
EU priority substances some of them being also HELCOM priority substances (e.g. PFOS, HBCDD, dioxins). 
There is also an EU-wide monitoring of WFD Watch list substances which are listed in Commission 
Implementing Decision 2015/495/EU including also a few pharmaceuticals. Under the Priority Directive 
(2013/39/EU) there is ongoing identification and screening of new substances. The Directive is reviewed 
every six years.  
 
HELCOM Second Holistic Assessment of the Ecosystem Health of the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II) will also collect and 
assess information on hazardous substances. The first assessment results will be released by mid-2017, and 
final report by mid-2018. 
 
Regarding the timing of the relevant processes mentioned above with regard to Reomendation 31E/1 we 
propose to consider the review of the recommendation and definition of its attachments (the lists of priority 
hazardous substances and substances of possible concern) and their purpose only after 2018. By that time 
the review could take into account all the gained results. 
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